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W M yommgatera Mm caused till Isaenia 
« mnd j&a beating the on# or t he other's exceptional 



qualities filled him with hope, 

^ In 192? Mgr. Fioari mot In Louvain a young fetudent who 
via later to beoome one of Belgium's ftaln -political pre-war 
figures* I’hla yonngater who w«8 actively Involved in 
local student aotlvltles^partlclpated in numerous reunions 
where hla leadership qualities utood out* Originally f-rom 
Bouillon, he wse the eon of a cdltlc al figu re In the 

A. X S *° u 



province of Luxembu <6ecame^ at that tlme^member of 
jf the permanent deputation • His family originally came 
from Solre-le-Chatesu In the French Halnaut. He completed 
hla humanities studies at N*D* de la Palx College in Namur; 
and continued for another year at the Faculty with courses 
In literature and Philosophy* At the time the young man 

f t Mge. Picard he was a law student* His name was Le/on 

grelle • 

Mgr* Picard took notice of this young man who had unusual 
rhetorioal po/wera and a fluent pent He asked him to 
participate In the Catholic publication "Cahlerej* and a 
'few months later. In November 1927, the name of Leon Degrelle 

figured prominently In the editor's committee* 

i- - • ** 
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1 Itf the beginning he published some of" hi* pont and "2* 
^gi^ed literary articles gfcout the ^hansonnler Botrel^ and 
the Ardenese poet, Louis Boumal. 



Leon Degrelle rapidly became a flmlliar figure in the 



AC JB House, 



His cordial and flexible manner, sharp 



sense of humor and explosive .laughter mnde him Instantly 

lilted in surroundings where sincerity and frankness 

were appreciated. 1'hat was the time timrt, Leon Degrelle still 

also 

hm* these qualities. Mgr. Picard, who^, savoured humor 

\ uncommon 

and ironie became more and more interested in thl^young 
man . t 

This yonng student, who differed from so many of the atuden 
world., by embr?cing the Ideals of the ACJB, touched him 
with his confidence. 

THE INSTRUMENT 

REX, EDITIONS l^jgBggJS THE CATHOLIC ACT I ON 
. SrcM t*+<JL 

In the^pb last years, the main office of the Catholio 

ACTION multipl ied Its pubfc lcatlona . Their publishing 

(7 — -^progressive I£> , A 

houses edited flMf the Pope's enoycllcal letters • 

Besides these propaganda brochures, extracts for the 4 QJB 



campaigns and sometlaea a* book were printed 







assEsr ~ 



]*]"* pT r ^' ~ T * TT ! r f r I Tp r j ' 

jo ^e jot lj^rp|Lc ard*s ^ per mane nt collab orators. 

founded mHrttHttBW Together 



the 1 

J^lj^the_fr?undlng of the.Rex EdltlonBvit: Dux tttftf Agency 

offer service * 

^lif also established to >»>♦# a travel particularly 

ror youth pilgrimages# Sueh branch##*#* activities were 



developed in the hope of stimulating a youth expansion 
and nourishing it regutorly with 

moudnent 

material resources • 

On January 2, 1931 the Rex Edltbns became a cooperative 

society with a oapital of 50*000 franca In subscriptions* 
'Xas dv^Xtd In 

|Am by various people N Mgr. Picard’s olrole. . 0 n e of 



the 86// Sett* Degrelle sum 



aao* From that moment on. 



the aotftal direction of the service was assumed by Leon 
Degrelle* 

heliogravure. y 

In 1931* the Alllustrated magazine ’’Soirees - was one 

IAA 

of the publications w the main office of the Catholio 

^ W *>V^ 

potion • This publication answer** the need Vcx/ow%to the 



Catholic pub 



,1a pub 
cuJLJ&uKgome 
bile * 



*# recreational though clearly Christian 
fresher 

literature, while poaeaaing a ###•# and livelier attraction 

Through ‘•Soirees* 

B. y\ Radio Oathollque, and film 



than the existing weeklies* 



productions, undar the dlreotlon of ohanolne Brobee.wene 



given additional means to enlighten and guide 






families* 



-f- W 
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The* editorship of Soirees was given to Leon Dsgrelle# 

Head of an editions' service and a review for a consi- 



derably large public, Leon Degrelle affirmed himself more and 
more each day. Under his stimulation , brochures appemed 
on e after the other, nourishing the ACJB action campaigns 
as well as others. He was obviously a la nceu r in the grand 



style • 

The editor In him did not supress the writer. The 
success of bp Ire e a was due in large part to his articles, 
which/^ie began to distribute a - everywhere. His pen 

was more than alert- it was brisk, satirical and heady. 

^ cf 

Powerful as a stem-hammer, vehement prose bristled 

projected 

with striking verbs ,e»4 surprising epithets, and flooded the 

short ,nerveua paragraphs with phrases forged with such 

punch that they engraved themselves vkiently dn one's 
Such 

memory* ♦fftta literature scattered a buB»t of pearls under 
the ax* 

Charged with moving immagea, the effuBlonk of Leon 
tended towards poetical forma 
Degrelle , but the poem, 

fnr^from apeaalng with a oradlea' charm had more ot the joltihg 

ojr 'e bomb* Hla tense end breath lee a dle^o w^e^ ' ! | 

wdth elemenrtary tmcrtiona ji*'1|heiir 













(alike) 

Ideas or ssttlcnm - all were treated in the aame expeditive 
fashion by 'this pen - or pldhax* Leon Degretle's ldeaa 
did not flow, they raged like a torrent sweeping away all 
obstacles* 

^uoh a style could only please a world which detested 

( atandevddsrdlogana formulas ) 
used cliches and sleek, smug phrases), 

W and 

and which could no longer Itomach artlfica insincerity . 

naturally pure young 

These tfttPft^expMsiona attracted especially- the 

facing ^ 

Thia muscular fashion of (affronting l things , this unequfaled 
of (appro aching! 

aplomb affirmation, this infectious faith in the initial 

D 

simplicity of all problems, made each article signed L.4* a 
flood of evidence and conviction. There was no need for 
subterfuge nor even reflection t all was said with such 
strength that there was no room/ffor discussion - that's 

$' A Jo 

how it was* This propensity and talent forMolti ng ) 

earned Leon Degrelle hla first audlenoe* 

How, the great ambition of Hgr* Picard was to give 

4 . . 

back-to the pburoh Its power of influence jfk the meeee% 

rought the lnterventlon ot active Ohrlstlene* •Mpre^cbl 
•Xor- — - 4 ^* 4 - - 4 • • ■ 



unoeMeleMly.f 





Ile al of 

tfcmal inf luenoe of. a 

•9*ei iijjcipfi! fprltiup young Ban* Jfer. Picard undertook 

j t ' i : | . ; ■ ; 

It Upon hlnilef ti> puahhla resolutely forward upon 
t|ke greet scene of life, |HN where definitive ihfluence 
are. exercised* 

SMAlgIPATIQir - 

Having always had immense oonfldence in hl»elf, 

(better,) 

Leop Eegrelle could not ask for more. His childhood and 
were witnesses 

school friends As small as he was, he 



< 



had astonished his ci rcle with an__ui rmsfll dosage of aaour- 
propre* He felt) stirring within hlm^the famous " demon 11 



which the ancients recognized as inhabiting strong 

tell 

personalities, and tine after time he would Confess to ) 
of 

his frlenda/ythe Interlour pressure which tormented him. 

His need to write surpassed the simple desire for self- 
expression, having as^ goa \A persuasion end influence * 

others. Conscious of.hla inner powery , he lauded himself 
in his wm wye$, and saw himself as a being apart, destinec 
for greatness. 



It must also be said that in his undertakings he did 
not easily accept the sharing of authority, a fact which 
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ft C>< h+r V/ 

vhlotfft Main office 



perceived whlotlfi Mai n o rnoe 

waa aoon Coot iced') in the departments## thty •#•#•#&##•#* 



of the Oathollo Action 



had placed under hia direction. 



He did not like to give acoounta and he hated to be checked* 
he had to aot n in his own way •* Little by little the 
tension mounted in the constituent publication of the Rex 



Ltiona.i 



the network bf his responsabllity towards 



society *ffie direotor constantly evaded3l editions were 



engaged before being admitted, #*###*♦### unforseen and perl- 

were 

lloua intlatlveayj taken * and lntaglble, undefinable programs^ 
were lwimohed^^enrtTr^fr^j ^ir-of »tke mom ent Impre ssions 
making life difficult for those t^e haji_£het3 sk of control- 
ling hia* Have faith in meft t ^would grumble^^grelle) 
t «ftt## » to his supervisor®! when reproached. 



It soon became evident that it would be impossible 

event 

to hold him in rein* and in 1932 a new ffttt added to this 

disturbing fact* Laon Dtfrelle took a considerable part in 

the electoril (propaganda of the Catholic party. Under the 

^jfklea of Rex Editions! a flood of tracts and pamphlets 

appeared everywhere* Dagrelle considered hlmeelf, not 

*--p- . invigorating (renovation ) 

;i4thout f e. certain pride , as tha^forger of e new. party upsurge 

X been connected to t 




















’tbtr ipprt^BTt donation tntbrwiii^ 

O f flea -had been plecd netual lj gave mu«* to ane B >.u»M. 
fiSfop# the end »f 1932, It wee decided to Imw* Leon 
Degrelle the main reaponsabllity of the Rex Editions. 



by according him, as M **## wished, the majority of social 

parts* Nevethfc]®8, it was understood that a moral euppohj^fc 

would be reserved to the society, and that Mgr. Picard 

would continue to assume the control of manuscripts 

which Rex Intended to publish. The ACJB would not establish 
- ( o e^-of -e ditions?/) — 

another publishing house, and Rex would be the one# to 

eventually publish their works* 

This turn of events was Important. ^y this concession 

Mgr. Picard and all tie works dependent on hAm renounced 4 

for a logg time 

the ownership of their own edition service, which had a 
auoh a (obligedV 

3eemedy^neces ahfcy to them* By remaining morally tied to 

*ex, the works extended a solidarity vis-a-vis the tbhwee 

/hose immediate control eac^ed them* This w a a an awkward 
whose 

solution ^disadvantages would soon be felt* 

As time progressed, Degrelle took greater and 
neater advantage of hia #fh#F freedom* On October 1, 1932, 
monthly literary maganine of 16 pages was published, 
a a supplement to "Soirees.* It was called REX* and 
ts subtitle read * "So that the Catholics read." Oh +he TjLt 
irst pagefeUgM^Wtt^d^ /C /v rffi fP/cuteJ. " 

& 1 ,y/ 






worthy ort hr cmqra ^ gst&6Tld~ ~ " 

— — . ■ +- ~ L — i experienced- sppsrfclonst/ 

4ati0B** Shortly after, Besursing made hia sppesrenoee, which 

Degrelle reported on in several pamphlets, 

^ of suoh lifelike Intensity that they had enojflftnoua 

sucoesa* * • * ■ 

But the Rex newspaper no longer sufficed. Emboldened 

by the suooeas of* hia 1932 oampaign, Degrelle created a 

bi-monthly politioal organ, with the promising tltlejot t 

"Vlan, "whose declared intentions were/ " Rex, *£ reads, 

is before everything a mouvement, an organism of combat. 

In a few yers , we would like to conquer all the fortresses 

of the land, bastion by bastion, rampart by rampart..." 

(Rex, February 25)* "Vlan" appeared on February 4, 1933, 
dress 

in combat uniform (battle dress). Under the title 

/ cJcajJ 

"Let's go," Jfatoat ipapepj like a clarion soundinffe 

the charge. 

^ " The Stfte , he wrote, has lost all sense of 

pride and strength because the parties are 
cringing, deorepid, satisfied with compro- 
mises, shady deals, and full of hot air. 

There Is blundering everywhere, and one pre- 
pares for dessaters. Are our men going to 
follow that mess through their fawning 
weakness t No, no, and no..* They want to 
re-establish, rightfully, discipline, 
courage, and organization. In order to 
aohieve this, they will use all their 
strength snd sot with absolute alnoerkiyf^ < 




■!> • 




Degnelle suddenly boceae Judge and Jury, Was It a 
question of pro- ram? No, for program? did not Interest 



ref f' rraer . 



'’What’s the food of »atatdlng/?one * a horn 
In windy tirades?*. •• Words, projects,, 
prof rams , ltAs a Joke. What our country 
needs Is to raise strong, rough men, 
vldonary and creative. We are perishing, 
not through lack of doctrine ... but 
through lack of indomitable temperaments 
... Instead of blundering fakers^he ^ 
country needs men of action. ••• "men. 

We will look for these men, we will 
find them, and we will make them. 

That Is our program." (Vlan, # 2, Feb.l8). 



Such a discourse la most seductive for the elector 

Infused with vAgor rather than with clarity; It tempts 

and agitates an Idealistic youth. It Is quite excusable 

to miss the full Impact of its meaning; who could have 

measured It? Would Leon Degrelle be capable of discenlAAg 

the pathways along which the voices of his Inner "demon 4 
one d«y 

would ^lesd him? 

examination 

When the oono lull one of Rex's MfWJ 4 of the 



qatbollo pertj appeared. on. April 29. the position 



Oeeee blt clearer*. The four questions posed beoeM 



X$ wef a. •cj.e*r oondssaitlon 






fMm mmmmvm 



i^flnaodlal organism- 

, , , fart-^»lilpaV-M*rln 

41#*'. spread uf#n It our natvovk 
i— i PfJBIMrtfBt . i our brpehur.a, and all our 

P.PM. fro. Rax, vhioh alraadf baa 250,000 
to 30,000 parson.. Lat’e put our ataff and 
«ur aoldl.ra at tb. party’s disposition. 
Tb.y-.111 b oon, lndlspanelbl.. Inatasd of 
,* fighting th. Catholic tarty, let’s serve it.” 

Thus the aotlon was to oome from the inside, but in 
anf oaee, Rex was determined to set. 



•gRIOTIONd AND ANXIETIES - 

»t- tha c s thollc 

ittl the Main Office of^Aotlon , mp, were astonished. 

Rex ha4 changed face. From an editing house, 

not even totstly emancipated, Rex had Into a< 

political MVten enterprise • Rex frankly declared being 
a muuvement of opinion, and in a big announcement in 
Degrelie’ee offices, its purposes were clearly defined, 

An June 1, 19331 

" Rax 1st I# a youth mofvement; 2« a mofvement 
of the Catholic Action.-- Rex wants: to give 
back to the Catholics a sense of pride, 
optimism, Intrepidity, and the discipline of 
( sn organised action; 2. project inifc all 

modern life an ardent, intelligent, and 
Integral Catholicism. -- Rex Is characterised 
by I its 'elan , its dynamism, its faith, Its 
sense of action; 2. its . apostollque lntranaii»- 
Rgency, its myticlsm, its unity; 3. Its 
commercial snd financial organization, opera- 
ted it&±otly as a workshop (factory) enterprise; 

4. It audacious objective: all modern life- 
screen, radio, press, and today’s souls - 
Rex gives Itself to: 1. Belgium - to Invigorate 
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renovated 

it* bio*l f thank* to * unified f*thoiiQi*mi 
2. to Christ - Onrlstu* Rp , consecrating In 
him th* Joined effort* of hi* soldier* and 
a postal* .* 

That at leaat^ w*££, its intention*, or it* pnatenhlona* 
Such a program but Inspire confidence* On th* 

28 of March, the magazine *»olraea* wja given to Bo*# 

In *ug'uat, a apaclal adltlon of *8oiree# aka to hod Ha'* 
first plan of action, and daolarad It* now pnojeota# 

Ona could also remark that tha parlod of broohuro* *nd 
pampfclllet*, which cha racta rlzed tha baginning* of that 
action was over, giving plaoa to book* whloh war* to 
taqoh the people *s wall a* tha cultivated pdilo to re»d* 



•» 

Through tha Collection national* books war* Introduced 
and sold bv great nuobers; tha tad* Rols* satlas raaarrad 
works of groat European writers for an Alitej tha * 
Collection politique* published under the ausploa* of tha 
Federations of Associations and tha CatboU* Clrolem, 
revised at tha sane tine, some fundamental position** 

That wasn't a Ilf there w*« a future promise of Flemish 
translations , a children* 1 collection, and a rellglou* 
serlea, *The Living Faith.* Even with Rax , Vlan, and 
Soiree a, tha rang* of Rax 1 a nawapap#era w*s not yet 
completes a recreational Journal for fanlllea would soon 
appear, entitled *Foy*r* (The Hoa*). and then an enlighte- 
ning rellglou* publication, Crol** (Ballot). For the 
moment, the ambition* of Rax were IhhtHtliti ■ there , . . 



All this remained in the moral orbit 6f tha Cathollo 
Action, which w*a even pleated with It. Rai*a Mbits, 

. * • - | « * f* * 

on th* front of th* a*v*£*pi*r, ooo#l*tad of , fr^»i-; 

f *o*d orown with a <jr<^§f 'fborf ^tr |j 

lU - i 






'<r*Z rir. 



■•ww+wxmteM.mZ r :.«- mx 

; ••• ' ' 








«*Hyl 




illloOMla Ucn OkSMll, la: : 14 

tW fr**h «hd #rd.nt icnil'of tftla aovanaAV* vrfttaa • 

coaaafltstor, " H* la th* pronotar and th* actor, th# 
tha 

good herald and^inf ectiou* and Joyous young leader, 
and it la Mgr. Picard who la the ooameellor, the chaplain, 

^and the* supporter* ( *mainteneur) . 



Practically speaking, this situation was some tinea rather 

unoomfortable for the "tutors* Even though the relna were 

lightly held by an indulgent hand, the "fledgling", as on# 

liked td ball hlm^waa constantly embarking on wild 

gambols* Mgr. Ploard received warnings from mp^y sides. 

It was strangd to find this sudden flourishing of so 

many newspapfers and books, when the Catholic editions had 

always held themselves on ^rather $ modes t footing. Was 

Rex going to devour In a few mouthfuls all the old 

houses, whose Unexpected competitor he suddenly became? 

Or would this apeotadukar sucoeas bum with a momentary 

Aflame only to be reduced to cindera and ashes , or In 
( procaiaes ) 

Judiciary language: suits and bankruptcy I Degrelle was 

• •v * 

alreadfyregarded by aome)a liters ry adventurer an<ty hare* 

brained , madcap youth* To thoaa who warned hi* against 
Degrelle, Mgr. Ploard' s defense woa, * It la true th*t 



Leon may go overboard In treating venarable subjects and 






respeotable people, but that'® his temperament. Rjt I want 
you to tell me If we have ever found such a militant - a 
true one? You know hi a age. Let him bow his wild oats." 
acnetlmea, when pushed too far, one wculd witness Mg*. 
Picard flaming with Indignation st the very thought that 
the effelr mould come out badly. 



The ACJB shared these feelings. In Rex, It maw the pro- 
vidential Instrument through which the Ideal of the Catho- 
lic action would finally penetrate Into profane realities, 
end wculd revitalize all of society. " All literary life.", 
p rocit lmed Rex 1 a sub-title . * All political life..." said 
Vlen. Degrelle tas the messenger of truth whose fiery 
rhetoric was charged with words of salvation. A great 
number of priests and a wsve of youth, especially from the 
studmtit milieu already adhered with faith to this reddfined 








, -r n < 

Tbtta B.x 



>th of 



Ideal, ao much more captivating now that it was summed up 

language. 

In such picturesque and preatigloua(wo^WJ> 



Nevertheless, the organized movement of the ACJB was no to^ 
be lead blindly into this venture# Degrelle had never 
been s pert of Its staff, nor did he indiet In becoming 
pprt of lt« Did he unconsciously feel that the Catholic 
lotion dlaolpllne, directly subordinate to H# ecclesiastic 



liy. would act as a shaofcLs t The 40JB Ald not 
|jf Bint, *ho— t 1.. wo' wT only with 



floltl rbutblwei who*. Mthod* 

Wilial itrl«t«r< alno. tp.ol.llt.tloB, w.thhad with great 

s prehension the'grveth of another youth movement at Its 

rallying 

•id#, perfectly free, and Hftttg to Its cause all 
youth without distinction of condition or origin® • 

The J*0*0« who felt the aea&ftlt gainst the Institutions 
lnstlnotlvely adhered to by the workers world# , the J.A.C, 
•nd others became on the defensive. 



Under auoh conditions, frictions were Inevitable,^ 
Here was Rex f rising Its voice against "Nation Beige, 1 

• dully, orTlolally neutral but having many Catholics 
among ita readers. Rex accused " Nation Beige " of 

a systematic hostility against everything Oatholic. 
Inoited br this accusation, Nation Beige retalleted 
by taking to tsak Mgr. Picard, Rex's moral guaranty, 
who had Juat finished oollabortlng with this newspaper. 
Mgr. P 1 o • rd answered with the statement that he had 
recently aakwd the administrative counoll of the 
R4x SdXions cooperative to accept his resignation as 
president, a post which he had accepted only on a 
"irovlaci* basis, to facilitate transactions . This ’ 
^ resignation *##♦### of auminl strator however, does not 
W let ly that 3 withdraw my c c 1 3 - Vv onk, Ion and friendly 

• upiort of Rex i.d’tlona," he added. This statement 
was noted with regret, by Nation ( Decern be r 1? ( 1933). 

To 

To avoid further l. i sunde rst*nd lng , Mgr. Picard wrote 
to Nation a aec^rd time, this time glvlrw hommage to 
the news psp#er "which had always treated Canto 1 1 clsm 
with the highest honor and eat es," and also to clarify 
the nature of nls actual relations with Rex: 
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" The patronage wHloh I have conser- 
ved of Rex since that coopeny btcita 
legally distinct from the Main Office 
of t ha latho.lc Action nc longer 
entails. In fact, the previous censure 
of Its encunncua production. I conten- 
tad myself with advice of a ?en*ral nature, 
and with ocisa Iona 1 remark#. If this 
formula prov«to be InedeiuOate or 
perilous upon lta ex;arUnoa, It la 
not unaneonaMa .* 

By this statement, Mgr. Picard amught to prove that 
his Intervention In the Na tl^ n Incident w.'jlJ not have 
been lne f f 1 cac 1 ou s C Ina f f a c 1 1 va ) . 




But there worse things to coma* Ylan launched 

Into an odious atfcmek against the -.•x-ra In la tar llenrl 

IMNHI 

Jaspar... Degrelle'a aggressive attitude 

Increasingly 

dl sorlentad 



and confused the minds of hla readers, hla press became 

more and more Involved In nolltlosl battles, and the 

IH 

advice of his moral councellor was less and less HfH 

hdhered to*(I know, Lherl, ending a sentence with a 

preposition Is a cardinal sin In elementary English 
composition - am I doomed to a grammatical hell?) 

The final blow came on December 22, when the Mein Off loe 

of the Catholic Action issued e summons to QUL-* to 



< 




mei> isiimhi 




•vailed i 

ttsf 
ace of 

several conflicts of this nature in 
the course of these lest weeks, 
notably in a violent campaign with 
which the Mein Office is declaredly 
dissociated. 




* these defaults gravely emperil 
not only the interior discipline, 
but also the g#§« reputation of the 
Catholio Action, as well aa Its 
imperative Independence from politi- 
cal action* An editing house and its 
organizations which engage in such 
activities cannot pretend to> have the 
prlviliged patronage of the 
Catholic Action and at the same time actively 
participate In political action, 

Afpeclally with the verve and vigor 
customary to Rex * rt 



The question was thus placed on a matter of 
principle as well as contracts r forma lly concluded 



On December 16 , In unanimous agreement, voiced by the 

Comlsslon of coordination of the ACJB, the Hein Office 

asked Rex rt t#Shemtofor to faithfully respect all 

It 

the Injunctions -lade to by Mgr. Plcsrd, and to 

separate Itself from the political newspaper Ylan • rt 
" Furthermore , " the note added, " It should be understood 
that the ulterior collaboration of Mr. Leon Degrelle 
with political movements and publications oould only 
engender the above-noted difficulties which we moat 
emphatically wish to avoid* - Rex was given until 



January 31 to exeoute these orders. If the ACJB did 







of' this period 



not obtain satTsf action at tha 

tho laaso would bo oanowlladinaocordsno# with t ho 

Rost 

•groooont of tho tranafor of^shafoa to Mr. Dagrollo, 

tho oplaoopal authority would bo fully Informed of 
conflict^ 

tho ^ and tho Main Off loo would publlah a decree that 

neithor it nor any of its organizations are now in 

»»y way connected with Rex Editions. 

This was the ultimatum 9 and- there was grest 

ex-itement at Rex. Eduard Degrelle hasterwl to assure 

Mgr. Picard that he would exert all hia influence 

on hie eon to make him conform to orders. To Mgr. 

Picard he writes, rt It is my personal opinion that it 

1 8 better for Rex not to a political machine, and th t 

it should remain in unified action with your Main 
k 

Office, thus marking a complete union with the 
organisms of the Catholic Action. H (December 31)* 

What will the chief of Rex do?.... this man 

who never takes "no 11 for an answer? He seeks to parry 

We 

the thtouat. ft, interested in pAlitics7 Have we done 
amy more than othr Catholic newspapers who print simul- 
taneously religious and political articles? 



H Du ring months and months no one found 
this incompatible... All the trouble 
started in these last months, when we 
thought it our duty to lead a campaign 
which displeased the government... 




think it enough that Mgr. 

• ,offloi*Ul giT«a hi. 

on pr.ald.nt of th. Council, 
ydrt 1 » d.olar.d jlri thi N*ll 2 B_Slla« 
tort b. vaa not r.ponalbl. -for th. 
artlolM In our n«wspap»rs, ^and that 
va ouraalT.a lns.rt*d a crystal olaar 
daolar^tion on this aubjaot In our 
nawapap ara thla waakT * 

F'urthannora, Dogr.Ha challenged the Main Office's 
assertion of erer having had charge of the newspapers, 



I • 



maintaining that their responsibility was limited 

to books. He announced that Rex and V lan will 

publish an article according to which Rex Editions 
total 

will assume fft§ responslbllty of all its 

newspapers from now on. (January 3, 1934-.). 

Degrelle thus intended to have free rein in 

his political action. He rejected all Of Mgr. 

Picard's control, without however rejecting tff#*all 

Aatholic Action patronage. He refluead to bow to 

authority , even to the one who opened the way of 

au cess for him. This indenepndence made the situation 

clear. That same day, a Joint communique by the 

Main Office of the Catholic Action and the A.C.J.B 

was issued to the press, ”to inform the public of 

the** dissociation with Rex Editions. rt This decision 
know 

was motivated by the^organic lmcompatlbllty , and 



furthered by the fact that the directive offices 
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«ird ittniNd a latter 



-ttw 1 Oavdinl '▼an Boey, In which h4 
of tha oonflioti 



*It la no longer posdble for ua to keep an attitude of 
haslttatlon and expectation, which we adopted at 
Ylan* a creation, in order to avoid wronging an Interes- 
ting and Important mofvement of Catholic publication 
and publicity. C^r prolonged silence actually created 
dammaglng confusions to the Catholic Action ... H * I the 
beginning, Vlan had only been a newspaper of doctelrne 

and lnfownatlon; this would still not have been 

We have since tlltt 

Incompatible with our patronage. *tAt#e that time 
expressed the source of our anxieties to Mr. Degrelle. ’* 

f f M . 

Thus the patronage of the Catholic Action was 
withdraw^ from Rex Edtlona. As for hie personal re- 
lations with Rex, Mgr. Picard advised the Cardinal 
a lready 

that which he had .‘announced to Nation Beige t 

*We will do everything In our power 
to avoid a cfbllo display of polemics. 

As soon as the distinction is well 
established In the public's eyes, 
we will once more undertake an occas- 
sional collaboration which we have 
always given to Rex enterprises, snd 
we will not cease, even now, to 



1 reader* fort te e* 
ge^roLwlortheee ebulli ent sod 
~ wbll-lzit«tioned*spo«tlo/ 



(fttS r*t? 



Thus, Mgr. Pioard'e position v«i not entirely clear* 
A complete break seemed brutal to him, and such a 
gesture seemed unjustified In view of the * important 

i t0 n 

'aervlces wAlch Rex Edtlons rendered |the Catholic cause. 

(Communique tf the ACJB) . And Further, would he have the 

strength to bre'k with Degrelle, for whom he held the 

deepest friendship* The ambiguity of this personal 

attttude was to have grave consequences In prolonging 

the difficulty . 

O 1 * January 13, Degrelle writes in Rex : 

H Disagreement with the ACJB? How 
can one lmmaglne such a thing* The 
ACJB was our youth... of all the 
Rexistes. We lived it. We served 
it for years. All the departments 
of Rex are directed by old militants 
of the ACJE, those who had the 
courage, those who wanted to consacrate 
their Ideal, and sacrifice everything 
in order to pplce themseltves in 
the service of an unceasing and exclu- 
^ slf apostleshlp. . • • They rlsqued not 

only their youth but their bread. The 
72 permanent staff members of Rex 
were coldly and voluntarily the actors 
in a herolque adventure In a few years, 
they achieved, partially, but vigorously 
that which the ACJB dreamed of. After 
all that, how can one dream even for an 
Anatmnt, that there would be 
frlcl Ion and a break between the 
ACJB and the leaders of Rex, everyone 

one of then • 10# ao.Jlblat.r' 



m 
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What than, according to him , had happened? It was 
simple: 

* Rex was a movement which had developed in an 

atmoapfcmme of astonishing dymamlam,### served by the most 
organization 

precise ittfftf#*##* ftn , and could not as of now hold 
itself to the concentrated and restrained program of the 
ACJB." What else are we doing but tG* applying SR# 

Pope Plus* 1924 recommendation to canon Prohee : 

* The solidly formed Christian should sprend out beyond 
the life which he has received. He shoudl dlstrlrlbute 
this treasure of Christianity everywhere, putting It to 
work In all domains! in family life, in public life, 
and in political life.’* 

Politics, yes*" One either becomes concerned 
with It, or one fts strangled by It..#." 

*H c w many times were we sorry to 
see the ACJB keeping their youth 
away from politics •• .t We understood 
that these thousand of complaining 
friends were right, and that the 
time had come for the first group of men 
formed by the ACJB take 

part in public life. We opened the 
flood-gates to give the country a 
rough and courageous army assembled 
under the Rex flag* And already behind 
us they are closing the gates 

to shape the new levies in 
the hermetic confinement of the ACJB, 
the new levies who we hope will some 
day Join us. - 
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L .jfr reduce our apomtollq 

m contrary* It is pr»o4mely 
P###l6oTfp r Christ which enf lames 
urn] #nq! push## its otaward^to^new conquests* 
before, and even more so, we 
follow our labor of lees and faith, 
projecting into all Ami Ufa God's 
light and the vibration of Catholic lam* 
Haver has an era had greater need of the 
OOttfOrt Of the Cross *Ve will bring back the 
oalm, aeredty, and the light of Christ, 
into the morals, fftttmlnde, and all 
that influences men and their homes* 

0 r political activity will be an outgrowth 
of this,, and its strate gy mo reover, will 
be entirely different /R^glearljl^gparstingj^ 



national# tRfSMMI from apostoll 
fHHtfHHtl interests, •• We want to 
eliminate from our country as soon as 
possible, all that stimulates religious 
conflicts, and ftff# polsAnrVrellgfcnjs 
atmosphere . • • Let the Catholics be saints, 
and let their sanctity shine forth: 
and the anti-clerics will cease to despise 
us,,. H 

With such spirit, how could one not "reconstruct the 
country and revive the souls of men?" 

"Belgium has need of a new spirit - she has 
need of men who do not come to power harraased, 
sceptic, and defeated before the battle try 
has sounded • Ten years from now, Belgium 
will have changed face In Its material and 
moral structure. For this we need strong, 
rough men, with a cle*r ideal andAsense of 
action, adapted to our times and Impregnated 
with the life of the people they will have 
to save. Our great red flags, emblazoned 
with the Crown of Christ will lead not only 
the conquests of hearts and souls , but 
in revitalizing the country by making men 
aware of charity and national duty. 
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This citation is long, but necessary, 
discourse, Leon Degrelle is to define in his sonorous 
and ^motional language, the ideal which he will 
communicate to the masses i ptiltlcs is not a business, 
it is g service, a devotion, a sacrifice; it is a great 
love • Rex is cited as an example of these Qrhlstian 
virtues in renovating the very idea of pdlAtlcs • All 
this thinks to the Catholic Action and the ACJB. And 
this was the source of mysticism which was to infect 
the masses* It would. start with those Incited by the 
enthusiasm of the youth congress, who under the Intoxica 
tion of acclaiming Christ the King were waiting to be 



pushed into action by the emergence of 9 new prophet of 
could 

the times. Degrelle #OT do without the support of the 



C a thollc Action, for he HOT walked away with all its 

z eel 

MOTOT; this was far better than a contract# 



3EHRATI0N « 

Thus a great hum of event? occured, and the 



logic of the situation will take its course* 
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- on January 8 , 

explain tWa maxim t ha VI an started e chronicle — 

entitled "The Dictatorship of Profit (du prof itarlat JT* 
.some society 

In It were publlshad/lmandaftas of fttftt* a dministrad- 

tora withheld by different Cathollo politicians . This 

^^ontinued on the 22nd, In a copy which commented on the 

ceath of K-^ng Alberti this time the cream of the Catholic 
waeoarted off Judicial 

party ft*Mfft««f4d to the/^scaffold : Jules Poncelet, 

were baked 

Carton de Wiart, de Kerckhove d'Sxaerde, all fOT of the 

clay 

same OTfte . Next time it would be Pierre DavA<J f de Purlet, 

P. Delannoy, P. de Lledekerke, A. De Schrljver, L. Huart, 

r 

L. GendHeblen, Frans van Cauwelaert, Paul Wauwefnans , . 

Prater Pouilet*.. a panoply of honorable men and respected 
names... Degrelle was now engaged in a va t maneouvre 
of excurgatlon. It was thought th^t Vlan was destined to 
fight the leftist# parties, but the wheels were reversed; 
rt We have begun a clean-pp," explained Cegrelle. At the 
same time the leader of Rex was meetlngue (ale) (have no 
^^ie* what this means - locked eve rywhe re ) • • • his success 
grew. No need. to be astonished at this* The country, as 
well as the rest of the world was undergoing a grave econo* 
mic crisis* Unemployment was at a record talght • , and 
anxiety was rampant in all aolcal classes. *here would 
the remedy come from? Degrelle warned about this*.. 



W 
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on 

ft Belgium is ft the .eve of ruin and desaeter. It will 

need strong -hearted surgeons* (Rex, January 13 • ) • He 

chose the best moment to become the public prosecutor* 

So many people had great weights on their minds!, So 
mute 

many nourished a till resentment! Finally a voice is 



raised to liberate thier consciences and dissipate their ^ 

bitterness by designating and naming the guilty ones. 

What better stimulant for a disinterested reform of 

dividend-fat 

the State then to denounce ^politicians while workers of 

And 

all classes were tightening their belts. /|The classic 
procedure of demagogues of all times took Its full 
effect* 

For its part, the Catholic Action, through its 

MjAn Office executed its intended measures. Actually* 

the situation was paradoxical: Hex continued to occupy 

tb® same building as the Main Office, which was ahelghbor 

to the ACJB. At the top of the main staircase, there was 
on which 

a door •< «» *»« a bold nameplate proclalmedt H Rex, 

General director.* To get tb Mgr Picard, one continued 
through a backstaircase , to the second floor. Since the 



eatsblishement of Rex, Degrelle had a great red flag made, 

-M i ' - fluttered 

-- j“-i dm^l^epned.wlth an emblem, which now #fttt on the balcony# 
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M* iafid 



H 



p gjgjy S-f E ff \ (*t I ; 1 a 



» M a g f lM if* ihe-houem-Welde»y H e wer - 
f , .UteJtf-J&P s«me building became 

j\£ l_| ♦.a- ; 

5 * Tfcm HalB“dfribe formally canceled 



- Degrelle Ignored this, and delayed 



any 



sotl&W The affair was settled in court, and finally 
% following 

on May 1, the Chief and his vacated the 

premists. 

There were other troubles too. Degrelle' s 
to be cotttly 

megalomania began Wg W « M «g»fE . In publishing 

so many books and newspapfers, one after the other, in 

defiance of all control, Degrelle precipitated Rex's 

financial chaos. Creditors and printers claimed their 

due. Rex would have been llquiCated at that time, if 

who 

it hadn't been for one of his main credltora, 
realized that if he wanted to get any cf his funds hack, 
it was better to let Rex continue, subject of course to 
strict control. Thanks to that commercial speculation , 
Degrelle managed to get out of hot water. 

As for Mpr* Picard, he wished to explain himself 
frankly but loyally. In Reallser . anB organ of the JIC , 
,he replies to Degrelle' s last article. He sincerely 
d sires to avoid * a show of polemics over 



the exchange of notes between the S,G.A.C. and Rex 
Editions. * ( He still spoke of^ex Editions, whereas 



v 
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Degrelle only recognized the name of "Rex." ). "But we 
still wish to remain faithful to the golden ruleJ 

Amlcua Plato, marls arnica verltaa . This la why our 

be 

language willl clear, but friendly*" 

He then continued to explain how the publication 
of Vlan had placed him In a delicate position. " At 
that time this weekly did not pose the same tone as it 
does now. It was seeking Its way. We would have liked 
to see it oriented towards a doctrinal approach, which 
would have permitted the SGAC to continue to lend its offlci 



support to the Rex Editions • The changing of the sub- 
title from "All political life," to " All civic life," 
or "All public life" was envisaged. But its developement 
took s comcletely different turn." 

Rex Editions were constltusted into an autonomous, 
cooperative society, no longer at the service of the 



ACJB nor of any other organization of the Catholic 

Or*p 

Action. ft*fould take one's time. This said, Mgr* 

Picard adresaed a few corrections and some compliments 

to the "very aimlabl. artlcl." of M. Degr*ll*. 

"Th* ACJB baa nev.r meant to etlfl* th* 
•nthuelaam and the activities oft th* ynrmg 



■HbRs 



p.opl* in It. On th* oontPMTj It* motto .L.J.- 4-1 

vhloh la th. motto of *14 ^hj» QnthDlllai k b- l., I i 
otl$BJ BPOUP- *“ 
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, J— ^ In Ithe la ll t e r eiur^rln *op n omla-og 

_ . _ • 5b*. .goal, of .*.to ^ 

Oathollo Action is to stimulate and prepare 
Its neater* to berry the light and life/ 
conferred upon them by Christ, into all 
these directions* The Cafcholio Aotion, we 
often say, Is an excellent thing provided one 
leaves it not with the Intent of abandoning 
it, but with the Intent of returning to it 
unceasingly to invigorate one's energies, 

I take order 1 a from one's lenders, and to 

strengthen the bonds of friendship with one's 
brother4f-in-a rms and the apostleshlp. 

" We are thus going further than M. ^egrelle, 
and the Rex Editions in warning the Acejibistes 
agslns a narre* and exclusive conception of 
the Catholic Action. For the past ten $re?rg, 
we have repeated to all who will listen, 
that If the Catholic Act lonf^suse^j 
Bver ythlQfu^ lt Is only sufficient 
JTTkerelTgl on , of which it Is a msnlf e s tn tiotjf 

(land an enlightenment — / 

Vs — -^"to use an expression of 

3t. Paul* 

But, another principle constantly affirmed by the 
ecclesiastic authority waa that the Catholic Action 
should not take on political responsibilities. 

"As a consequence, the Rex Editions who have 
now become the directive center of a political 
movement can no longer claim the offleal 
backing of the Catho.lc Action, even for the 
religious of aoostolic side of their activities, 
From now on Rex Editions must assume full 
res ponaib 1 Ibi ty of their commercial, financial 
^ and spfrtitual publication activities." 

And finally, Degrelle's project: 

"•••was to make Rex Editions the religious 
* flag ffeeN which rally young 

people and men from all political sides, 
opposite or alike, as well as political 

rally which would assemble all patriots 
regardless of political or religious 
convictions... this to ua would be utopia.,. 






, r rl — m. ! ! TllIEE 

1 ; I * t : Sm« two thSiga itogathar unfor ifo ;■ ; 1 F 

- - T - 

iajioaaSlo# ’ yollWidg tbla thought '*~ i— 

to ttyfbnd r wo would «Ton uy that 

there la something shocking In the 

creation of a mystical religious apoat- 

lAahip , orvaned with fox 1 a name and 

that of Its leader, #ttt#«ftf q *4 

utilizing 

A tjfcfc resulting prestige to lead a 
political combat or conquest. * 

With these last words M «*• Picard brought to light 

the most troubling and paptlous tactic of Rext §*tt| 

ee#*fettgfee#^eetiHj«isa*^ff!«*#nefgy««tt*«tfe#4*»y*hfs 

feet# fM*eewae the conacloua exploitation of deliberately 

stimulated religious energy and enthusiasm (stimulated 

fcv prose) for other than its seemingly in*ended purposes* 

The actual purpose of course, was the agitation of the 

readers to follow the personal whl#ms and dictates# of 

Leon Degrelle* 

Th& the separation on the organic plan was taken 
care of* As for their personal relitlons, Degrelle 
was careful to minimize the break. While their official 

relations were carried on through the mall and 

as In 

the process server, their personal encounters, MMIf 
the corridors, never failed to disarm Mgr* Picard • Degrelle* 
sallies would disconcert even the most solid adversary. 
However Mgr. Picard did not like being addressed with 

such apparent ease and unconcern for the actual state 
°f things. 
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. loltrant pu pil * 
l» * M » m mg 1 nr Sy - do ~ you 
him, before Witnesses. All this 
_ like witer of a duck 1 a back, nevertheles 
“Itgrv Picard dHokt have the strength to make the final 



break* 



aed bmlcua Pla 



In particular oases however, his actions w6be more 

at 

rigorous. At a time when Rex*s creditors were W the 

f-Ju t«Ht WH 

point of lleuldatlng If, Mgr. Picard sent some formal 
Instructions 

to Father Foucart from Moulin ('ranee), 

on March 15. Father Foucart was the SGAC administrator, 

Q nd the instructions concerned an arrangement to be made 

need have 

between Rex and the SGAC, We SftMf nc^ cru-les 

about our actions concerning Degrelle, for It Is he 

who brought about #tf* the sanctions which we will acrlv 

against him, in behoving contrary to all order? we mve him, 

Nevertheles If we can retain his collaboration In the 

It . 

editing work, we will come out the better for a* . 

^But he must be left with no power of acmlrfctretl n 

whatsoever. T toe nnn t. r»M . - tta fSt Mr. Degrelle Is to 
neswpape#s and other educations 

have eitteMftfi*##*##**#* under his d<-ectiona 

solely for editing -urposes; for his editing work, 
he Is tc be strictly held to the directions of the Adm A - 
tr^tion Council... he is to have a monthly indemnity 



. . a* 



olau the aajor 

management 



*w»» and they afaould nase a# 




nd^lnUt.pa W^ If ha acquits himself well In 



~^^aaa teaks and 0ftM>" gives evidence of having mended 
fala vaye , he !SJ^ once again find a position at Rex, 

If not, he will be ousted by the Gbuncll, where he does not 

the 

hold ft majority In favor. H ouch views showed that Mgr. ^ 

Picard had no authority ever Degrelle at the moment. ^ 

Degrelle made every effrot not to burn. all hie 
day 

bridges behind him. Thsj after his fo^ed departure from the 
AC JR H use (wav 1 ) he wrote to Mgr. Picard that he wanted 
very much to nee him.... "not to tal* to you about all 
ur troubles, but to reaffirm the esteem and affection I 
ve always maintained for you. I have suffered Greatly 
■ oijl the Incidents which ' rec^eded ;i.y departure, and I 
;i :ncst anxious to orove with »11 my heart’s sincerity 
th t my cretltuds -^nd affection are just as strong as ever, 

If not more so." And he proceeded to rive him n a wg about 

hla ch ’ 1 d ren . .Tha t little message was touching, and actually 

| 

Mgr. Hc^rd was tern apart, beaten and g rlef -s tricken . ™ 

took refuge 

After Degrelle left, he P* at a friend's bouse, 



■ hf W B B luij ’■ " ie 



can't take it anymore..." 



1 On February 9, Mgr. Picard formally expressed his will of 
"being absolutely free of any attanchement to Rex, 
moral as well as material." He ren ,unC Q d the administra- 
tion and ccliabor tlon of the a~o1 ty (letter to Kr. 

#e#P*erre Nothomb, with a power deleratlcn In view of the 



February 14 general A8 89mb K 
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. __^J(hataTer.Dur inneraoet feelinga at tha elate- of 

*,r '// k* W 

thing* • we *mr atill J rt 1 tpa fc^ i 1 1 t iUr m and 

^^Btawa^^Bl sunders tendings/* Unfortunately nothing of 

the kind happened • Leon Degrelle continued to Jmmi 

+ ACl>~ 7 

both enda^the Catholic apostleshlp, 
with the fervent declarations of an authentic militant 
of Christ-King, and political polemics, with all the 



vehemence of his 



tem#pe rament • 



At the end of M q roh, Degrellee's financial 

diflcultlea forced him to megge Rex and Vlan: each week 

. f**A*f< 

the reader would receive a delivery of two frontolecea: 

Rex on the first page, and Vlan In the tack. The literary 
part exceeded the political part In quantity, but the one 
orlnted in plcrate drew Infinitely mere attention. At 

/toft// tcy 

the moment Rex waS/i 1 1 rad4e^ against the franc-masons, 

calliyfo r lmmrra 1 1 ty^ and never missed 

• an occasion to harangue high finance, the "bsnkatertf 
nmeht y 

and' the gove r B t ttddt which came to their aid. (many 

Important bank* found themselves Imperiled) * As to construc- 



tive Ideas, Rex would borrow with 



the Information 



It needed from alumna of studies punished by theologians of 



Christian democracy such as R.P.Rutten, the apostle of 



syndicate, and R,P, Arendit, director of the bureau of 







syndioat st'jdi«8. He would write articles favorably to 

corporatism, a populor svgtem In the different Catholic 

c lrclee • All this did net distinguish him th»t much from 

existing currents, but at ce~tyn times mor*» original 

Ideas would pe^-rce through. Thu9 , In an art^cl® entitled^ 

"White What we went for cur country,* Rex lists as a 

first point:*A stronger and mere stable newer, active and 

responsible, with direct, frequent^ and pafllflc contact 

with the masses;" this Is explained In precise terms: 

thl s power) would be helped by a pa rl ement q ry , consultatl^ 

organ, strictly and radically modified In t b recrutment and 

In the specialization of Its work/* Even this fHt # 

antlnarlementarlanlsm did not seem to set Rex apart from a 

found favor 

constitutional reform movement which 

with a large number of Cgthollc Intellectuals. 

These fighting attitudes, and politics lAeetttflfhg 

Vagltatlon 

became clothed in a Christian mysltlolsm, In full ev^lutloy. 

In an editorial, a newspaper prints these lines: 

* Insigiti M Rex": a sign, a cross, a criwn, a word* 

Rex'fl army has a sign and a word- What a Battlel- 
It Ae name: rexlste - Its soul: Catholic - Its heart4 
the heart of Christ - Its spirit: apostollo- 
Its promised land: the kingdom of Christ *(July 
j + 20, 1934)* . 

^word was tranealted fro® •insigne* which also > 



notorious 













wsai 

- b t*t* r and the royiity 

lltloa / { Auguat 24). 

i !'■ i i i i ! ; 

Ti Th# rtpITbtrnrounWd^" Mors and ®6re young 

poople of the Csthoiio Action were bein^ snatched up 

by this impetuous torrent, which Rex fed w}^h the 

edition 

exciting force of Its language. In each etfff , 

careful^ seleoted reader* s mall added to ®hcrw the 
growing tone of enthusiasm I 

* Rex's progress; pushing aside all obstacles, 
and sweeping away the hypocrites and black orophets , 
Rex progresses everywhere, sustained by *nd Incredible 
vlgo^and thousands of regenerated Catholics. We 
hgve forgotten, MH at the time of Rex' a attempted 
a ssaelnation , that God's passion and the ardor of 
a youth ready to do anything were stronger than 

/ ^ A 4. *. 4. 

dnemgrtee 

gilded Jealousy, venomous scandals and tflttt drawing- 
room oabala*" (August 17) . , 



Never has 



kjLaroC 

a more pathetic tone^as when 



Rex plsya^he victim. * Rex has been pushed around, 
murdered because of its apostolic Intrangeancy , and 
the vigor of Its Ideal.* The rest of the article 



expounds on the suf fe ring* of- St • Theresa d# Llsieux. 
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It goes without say£dg that with such/Jtone, Hex 



continued to consider itself as an authentic Catholic 



movement. One day it noised 9 circular reading* 

Rex to be sold at all churched. Rex, the movement of 



Catholic Action • " ( July 12 ) • i -r p . + 1 - ■ *^-i * rt ^ 




Rex succeeded in vexing the qualified organizations of the 



Catholic Action. This i/i spite of the ACJE'e desperate 

efforts to keep this confusion from entering public life, 

unexpected 

and even outdoing itesAlf by the \vi rulence of Its 

* I 

language en regard to Its custom ry positions, both on 

a religious as well as on the political plan* On 

rally 

June ?4, the Women's ACJB held a big $onference)in 
Brussels* It was the first of its kind* Tens of 



thousanda ( of yM££*girls from all over the country 
participated In it* On this occasion* Rex puli shad a 



special edition inviting the girls to the4poatlMhlnl* 







* Rsx, t* poli t ical move ment ? Ret re ilg loua moveeant. 



Rax^thta,- Rax that, one was as poeabMa aa the next, that J 

it ^tood -- 

^ how . 




Furthar on^ It read, rt Throughout the country Rex can 

count on enthusiastic and disciplined groups working 
methodical 

unoeaaeleasly for the/re a lizat Ion of thdtr ideal t 



to storm ell the places of Influence which modem world can 
provide for us and enlist them into the service of Christ-Flng 



and of the country*" 

Now it v ’35 t.he ACJB's turn tc K eccre inpatient* Its 

5enar8l Committee published a new ^nuc^rce'ent , in the 

'Mrst days of October, ecphas^ing once again their elementary 

differences. The essential part^ re^s: 

tcftitncf' 

" 1 , Rex Is not *nd pretend to be an organ 



of the Catholic Action. Tt is not authorized 
to t.hja of-'* ct . Tt carries on car ."'' 1 gn? , such 
99 its political ^amnoAgne for example , forbidden 

by the Catholic Action by their very n-ture, a nd 

- re-iterated 

by the clearest and most orders of Hie 

Holyneas, the Pope. 

2* Furthermore, we feel that if an institution 

integral 

pre sent/aj itae If under the sign of^Ca Mol ic ism and 



^Christ's royalty, gives this ''roffesslon of faith 




M 



devotion and love, an outburst such pb that which 
claims 

characterizes the ipropac-anda M§ of Rex, and If it 
arouses a veritable mysticism of religious essence 
in its followers «>nd col 3 abora tdrs , it is neither 
fitting nor permissible for this instituion to throw 
itself into polemics ?nd into c«mn«lgns '''h^ch out 



holy religion cannot, be nixed up with. Tt Is not only ^ 

the Catholic Actlo^ which should be disengaged from 
prof ^r.e 

politics battles gnd paeslons^and 

earhtly Interests, but all those who pretend tp^lrecfy 

C^thol Iclcl sm 

serve «nd represent^ 

Ccf Mgr. Picard 1 ? h^nd. 

This declaration, of which several rr°r« r° torv ve??icnT^«re 
in existence, cle a rly be^ofthe mark of 1 his 

stvle f ■ ♦Slight#* . The 

bishop of Tcurnel, Kgr. Ra eneur, sent it tc the Catholic 
nevapgp^ere and gave It his <> v - k e o t> a -t4 . It was the 



first time that an bi shop' intervenedpubl 1 c j,y on the 
subject of Rex* At the same time however, several 
previous directors of the ACJE made know their 
disagreement with the Committee ' e note ; they favored 
the entry of olf A C d B * a i n£fc Rex, that magnificent 
1 ’ out'cotne of the Catholic Action movement* (October 6 $. 
-j — j-l|abet#ad -of clearing up, the confusion deepened* 
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■■wss&hpiss 

■SIS 111- 



liisaaffiaEfflRra 



lar^ty rising, paferelle 



vftiofc"to prepare, In tits 



aiwably. there would be e " congrear 



held at Charleroi, on October 21 
j^^^^the'^cro of a banquet* 5,000 would assist. The word 
w*« * One isn't a friend of Rex If one doesn't come 
to Charleroi. " The scene was alluring: 10,000 plates, 
5,000 glasses; 1$ miles of tables; 10,000 slices of ham; 
7»fl00 litres of beer; 30,000 toffees; 75,000 apricots... 



a banquet a la Gargantua.** a fabulous reunldn.*.. 



marvellous 



pleasure party organised in a band..* ‘'before the boncuet, 
mass at lllOO o' clock* . • general :ommunlcn in the mc^ninr... 
After the banquet, a framing croces alon. . . ft nd all this £ 6 r 
8 franca- all expenses Included (September 21 , l c 34 .). 

For greater oreclslon, 9 points were nrinted in the 
following edition. He 9 9 few:" VI : The banquet will 

be extreeemly pic tj*re spue. Jgzz and entertaining music >'5 11 

• ehort^ 

alternate w 1 th \f lsml snd well directed 

speeches • Around 4 : 30 , Leon Degrelle, standing on 9 
high tribunal in the midst of brilliant flags, will 
address the enormous crowd, by spotlight. VL 1 ; Everything 
^111 be arranged to be original an'* fuil of emotion? 
Workmen's delegations in their workclothes , Rexlste nu r '°ag 



on their stretchers 



gvmnasts (acrobats) wJH mi> 








A 



40 



with solemnity. The~e will he unforpetable 
moments." (Seats' her T8). 

Tep- re lie knS£* vhat to do. Other cor^hes before him 
m^n 1 O' j 1q ted crowds in ° s^mlhr ra^nner; hence# orward 
he vonld t/y?/ pattern h 1 m ? e 1 . " -"ter ditler' a and Musso- 
lini's st^^e settings. ^ 

But someone kept vntch at iourrnl . The diocese 
authority raised its voice again? the moss requested 
bv Bex ft? 1 "* ^''tc^r *? 1 co^ld **ot be granted- vh«£sipr re 
the sale of R a x mbl ic« tiona at church doors, 
learning es t «* hi i sheants ^ and local places ( was forbiden 
until a c 1 n ri fi ca tl on was made. The v low voa directs 
Rex w o s openly disavowed by a bishop. Th^fl was a 
rather unccm'c rt°blo nositlon for a "dstholic 
>)ot ion movement.'* What was Degrelle going to do? 
Thousands of readers waited breathlessly for the 
outcome • 

The pen didn't cling to his fingers for long* ^ 
Following the warning of Hgr. Raaneur , the follmlng 
editions of Rex printed In front page headlineajff ‘ 

IN THE SERVICE OF THE CHURCH. Added in red tjip., 
w.p. th. follwiinsy words fnom qagr^U r *j1a_! * 



a soldier with all ithj. court, pi. jsrid 
thir word; .nopabaWa^ajx » ill 







— rrirrrm Yrrnin# In e*pen*etf , biit it la *w# r ; 

ourselves who h*v* swept our pi^es of pistes Into sn 
InnUBise cotter of dishes. There was no doubt that 
Kgra* Rasneur did not forbid the banquet - no one asked 
^ us to oanoel it, but we wanted to y4/M't¥t% do right..." 
In the guise of the submissive son of the tinted 

Church,Degrelle rushed to bow before the wishes of a 

apifcit 

bishop. In the same (vein), he announced that 

Rex's next effort would be focused on an Intensive 

propaganda campaign of the Catholic Action, ^remised to 

demolish (disintegrate) the apostolic party of his 

program, and proposed the cro-tion of 9 hip- nopwlar d - i ly - 

to serve this end. 49 for the political domain- 

he would intervene only in the event that religious 

Interests would be Implicated (involved). The range 
reras ined 

pretty wide. 

What more could one ask for? Th° admirable creature 
obtained the calculates effect without a^y trouble. 

The Bishop of Toumal made it known that Rex's management 
counterorde^ed (counteracted) its orees conp-reas and t'at 
it would be in agreement --'ith the e 0 1« ° 1 a <»t i e 
authority to ^ive its activities an orientation co^f-rminp 



to the discipline o' the f«tholi 



let ion . 
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On bis part, the D i8hop cf Liege , M gr. Kerkhofg sent a 

warn congratulatory letter & Hex ( Rex October 19th). 

He co*»un5r;n 1 his fiellngs to Mgr. Picard, not without 

expressing the desire 

adding certain reservations and/^tRF ff!* th«t Rex be Disced 
under ecclesiastic contiti, end roor° ^re'-isely, under* M gr. 
Picard 1 a ^rntrol . 

Mgr. Pic 3 rd won h^maelf mov^d and shaken* He V 

dared to h^^e nfT sln. In the ,,p ulletln of the Radio- 

n * tho 1 1 'Dje" toward the e^d of October, he attempted 

the 

c abort clarification* After having rem inded/ people 
on how things stood (on the present state of affairs), 
he c^nc i uded ? 



1 *e await Rex to make crood Its word, with deeds. 

has not vet been assumed by the eccllslastic 

authority as an organ of the Cathodic Action. 

Will it ever be? That defends on it ulterior 

motives (attitudes). Rex is no longer disavowed 

by the eccllslastic authorities since M. Degredfc 

has bound himself to surpress the causes of 
neither la he 

its disapproval. Rut R#*f**fl#V* positively 



It 




approved of* The priest who has been chsrged-^wdth 
controlling, the. actavl±laL»^of, Hex. la_ 



• £ ’Pit* ±£- 






iff! 



o f -eeye rity 



Lsr 



t. fjjrjtJijL Mgr* .Picard 

iW let It be known the t he s 1 1 11 



y»ll^on Rex 1 e side , even though thie 



tf _• j^*d it not been established by the episcopal 



10 rtty , Vat ttede perfectly Illusory by Leon Dtgre lie's 



attitude • Her. Plcerd no longer tried to fulfill it. 

especially in Liege , 

Rijt • breeze of pity blew through. Here and there ,a there 

fears 1 

vera(doubta) that ACJR directors would <*o over t r ^ex 

bloc If the simultaneous cooexiatence of the two 
movements would be declared incompatible. Ir s^ort, the 
count# r-ord* red banouet of Charleroi did more for Degrelle'a 
n re a t i ge than all hie rrofessed deoi^p^tlone o** the love 



'if Chrlst-K|ng( 



r or an exh«lted youth - he wag Tore than 



n n afflrmato** of f a 1 th - h° v<?e n h^ro of Christ lap 
discipline; (v>rr 1 °i a bit fo^the* - * - he would hnve 



been a martyr 



nrovide^ 

It so horoened that c i rcumst^rce s e*FV#*c#d 



in exceptional onportiritv for necrr' Ql l Q to show himself 

in public es a defender t.h® filth* At this moment , 

wretch* 1 ' 4 

‘‘The Free Thought* vna e^hlbit^ng « rr f 74 { r° t u ~ - c ) 

defrocked nriest named .Xoreau In tne Peon lea House, in 
the Wallon country. Moreau *■"» * c-«ving videntiv Q n ♦ i^ ' eric -> ; 

confe pence* # 
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^egrelle 1'i.med l/at-o ly sensed • victim* H* derldWU to 



f'rr +1 

huttal 



■give/j rebuttal speech*? at those meetings* On Sovember 
^th , at v h»rlercl itself, he ddflel the *x-ahbe *nd 
his *#Mf* ## *>,000 *##*i#t o-idUors. Th« name day , 
heailn^ « ^exlpte -‘«p 9 d 1 1 1 on , ^Rre 1 le he ) o*d the local 
r^o^ihUon Yves homer.ee to stor « record r.r^ r ^r»n^ 
ce, TM ? v r ng n ] y the beginning* " Th rt ursult of t.he 
unf rooked Driest " 44/44/^4/444/ becomes Trent* patrejf- 
news In the °ey news pgrer, Degrello .-'ll] not lot his 
man go* Wh ^nwver Moregu dared to show h 1 8 f**oe- 
In the heart of the Liege country, at ber«lng, at 

S * 

Borinage , he w ould aee Degrelle Jump 4f/44 on the rl?t- 
fonn after him, ##• 

#f *#*Jb#1tW#t*##e###* and watch him crush the pltlTul 

Judaa with his thunderous voice of a youthful orators 
* Wretched Moreau (Wretch* ) You’ll n»y for thiel" 

It* s an oath* This threat was carried out to well, 

, , . 

that pp the 14th of December, Rex was triumphant S j‘ I ’ 
The unfrocked j Moreau *$a thrown into ih# it 



by the eoolaliete themselwe* The Office 
p*n*rai Council ot - tha. Jt» ;B>lilinllirifc* 



faot» : la 



EssiatnciTii 

- *r 



mwmmmm 
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n*g*a* nnvrfip 

Tr^ MTTt 

rlon^*f*nd*r ofO 



... 

Mill. 



so lejjL to soae ie If -revelations, through the- H-+ 
tdWvTty of the dual oratory* As sure as he was with 
the pen he -had never tried himself to this extent 
with the word* Now he proved to be equally profi- 
cient in both realms (with both weap/ons) • * 



. ... 



TWO CATHOLIC YOUTH MOVEMENTS? (p 171) 

Nevertheless, this unforseen success did not clarify 
the Issues as far as the Catholic Aatlon organlzst ions 

were concerned. # B#g#§##* Battling in the religious arena 

and follow®d by en eve r-increas incr legion of youth shouting 

♦ft## rousing c'-eers #^####*Wf **##♦*#**# ##*## , fegrelle 
was 

t# practically 8t the he°d of another Catholic youth 
c4M*~C "E*-^ 

movement* there thus going to be-mt> paralell 

moilents - both "totallt^rlant" the A^JB sad REX T 

Could one possibly belong to both? The ACJB felt 

harassed for it was pressed to exolain lntself on all 

W Bides. . J 

UM-t c(l**'*~ T- 

Deep down, Mgr* Picard htofent confidence* He felt 
and a t the seme time found 
the ACJB to be gravely menacedy^*ftf #tf&jfii f### 
litwi'lFt'h 

no position to get, with sufficient authority • 



1 In spite of hie facility with the pen, it waa a long 
time before Deg re lie rlsqued nubile speaking* H^a 



W 
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Note (cont) 

Louvain comn»ffnon§ 



4 6- 



I 

[ 



Louvain oomn*Rnon§ said th*t he refre»1ned from 

Intervening In the student? reunions *nd that he 
proved himself "Mite inept. 



HI? fiomlnen^e 



On March 13, 19 ’5 , He aent a Icnr letter to*8f**flt* 
the 

Cardinal van Roey ttff tflf* Inform in* him of the state of 

confusion vhloh re^cmod In the minds of everyone. 

*For some 1 ; he wrote , Rex Is more that* the Catholic ^ 

Action. before long, Rex will replace the Catholic 
nume reus 

Action. Even priests (hundreds) are of 

advice 

this tftfftfsft. " In his opinion, M the crux of the 

mandated 

matter Is to know if Rex Is or Is not by 

the religious authority. '* Now, thought Mgr. Picard, 

Rex Is not likely to get such a mandate. 

„ M. Degrelle wishes to exert a powerful opinion. 

Hla moat Immediate ambition Is to create a 

dally. Once he has this power, no one In 

the world can foresee what ubq he will make 

of it. He himself says nothing. Only one 



thing Is certain: that he has an eno^nnous 



ambition and dreams of "governing hla country" 







JLBFVHL 



r -th»rs seems to be absolute 
IS ttwtV tki.B risk. cannot be officially 

SS 1 ^ tb¥ *°° 1,6 ' ls ® t3L e authority. 

-t- • •--! ** Furthermore , Rax 1 # manner of aotlng J l*8 

sbopklng end I am astonished that It draws so 
msny followers. This can only be a matter of 
Ignorance. In Rex* a offices, one doesn’t bother 
with the cult of truth. • *" 

Further proofe of this assertion were given by M*r. 
Ploardt 

* Let us suppose that these fears are exscerated- 
It la surely not too exer^e re ted to give Rex the 
res none ebl 1 1 ty of its n~ocesseg and 

,-h L iu 

cemreJens . Let teMM assume b*. responsibilities 

,‘F 

"ouregeous lv . let consider ttmSSSr , «nd i?t 

1 /f 

• gM he considered •'a a Catholic newsDaper. 

. to 

Ndpne attributes the Church of the Catholic 
! Action W* the "Csmpslerie of •> " p ree ^ele-lum" 

or with "Twentieth Century" or vi th" Rannel" 

I or with "The W«llon Country"... 

i 

An far as I am oer9on«llv concerned, i r would 

I 

bs better were I comnletel v dissociated from Rex, 













irl et- K dng erose -8 pen te n*oue lyd- 



ir mn »wert (Horjr to-Chrlst the Victor 1 , He ifl 

f the voild* and - King uf our hearts. 11 

!• wai a severe declaration against Rex. It was 
solely 

fgftt##* on the grounds of the 
collision between the Christian spostdat and 
political ent re pri ae . 

• That was without a doubt the 

1 

prlnalpal argument Invoqued by the Catholic Action 

In Its disputes with Dearelle. It was fullv 

* 

Justifiable anC fundaments 1 ,f or *>n organ 1 zat 1 on^ 

*#e##t tlghtlv bound to the Churchy «nd directly 

and fully subordinate In the ecclesiastic hierarchy, 

to have "reclaimed as a sacred principle 

the distinction between the spiritual and the teraror*l # 

Was It not here that tffc the ’retest originality 

o f the *00*17 And w«s It not in such -* ~o ttejylth® t one 

ooul<4 eane^t the <rre*test vl<Ml«no« «nd most scrunulous 



•USCSFtlbll ltv? / - 

. zHe vert he less -*w-r*ev-*f wh^t cn® ecu Id call, a 

/ ^ */ 

+Y ^ ^ A/s fto* 



' *4^ 

? *<*+/* s ( J**} /*>) 




negro^r S mEpk^^ with tbs t«olt 

"dgsglioii aWl#ht~-of ths s pi scope te f the glsti aot lg n _ ^ , 

— « >*-* — ■ •• ■ r • 

a nd-~»sp<olWlly the separa tion of the two dpmiglne^ v*j 

much -Id i a ole ardent # The League of Belgian "orkera 

ihS^ludei..JL_gro.up .of branches which encompassed all the 

life of ltsjaambers, from the spiritual fonnetlon 

of_-youtfc (ftthe JOC) and adults (especially In the 

Women* s League) up to polltloel eotioni parlementery 

taotioaj( eleotoral propaganda (ae a recognized section 
* ' socio-economic 

of the Ojathollc -?arty) t# syndicalism and itsfl intervene- 

tlona , • The Eoerenbond wan no ese " tota 11 ti rlan 11 

ah one liked to say then, and Its local guilds 

organized religious manifestations as well os buying 

manure ahd oll-cakea. We know that this corablnattm of 
! set 

dooeines was not the accidental result# of a #♦# of 



circumstances I It was the result of a systematic end 
declared: conception. 

furthermore, the political formation *t that time 
was frankly colled the H Cathellc rt party; it was not 



^ole Xj f by> eed^on Christian principles, but explicitly 

proposed to apply the d ## ### 

f a*/ She ycA £<*/ c ' ^ ^ ■ 




Times vep° n ot °o f«r p youth ♦§#* which 

felt the v-'r ^enlnr desire to a*rve ^ ?re*t c°use 
ardor 

nnd con earned by aflt***i*R* to defend the Church would Mnd 

focal point 

In the action of the C»th 11c y the natural R### 

This waa t>*R**-t 

of Its enthusiasm, *wa« , ft#a#*mentl oned t 

(element) 

t3 e**or© 1 o x^ 1 , *» ''cnsf^rt factor of dyn**"il am* was nresent 



In the Belgian Catholics* 

oft®. 

And then, dldrtt the Catholic Newspapers themselves// 
mix and 

fRfrHW# the anneal tC Crhlstlan sentiments^ the evocation 
-nd PI shop' e 

of the Popes* s te^cVngs RfrR* with RR# political propa- 
ganda and partisan polemics^, at eve ry occeslon^i n) 
their columns *Cj t 

■ ' overstepped 

Thus, Rex's position clearly RRRR#*#*RR the 

fault 

ACJB line. Thia was p crave #RRRRf RRR # fR for Rex 

did not cease to avail Itself of the ACJB and the Catholic 



Action. However, it did not stray that far away 

from a tradition which had alw^ys^more or less 4Hpfet 

at the heart of the Catholic mo , «n9nt in our country* 

.In thia light, one can understand Iaon DegrallaAs . 

anawerine //> &Z 

word^/RWRtRRtftg *&•*&****+** hla accuaara I M Jfhy_;_- ... 




a— Rax not pa unit tad what- 1 4 ft ; to w adly common u t a ga ; ^ 

Ia* ■ ~ i ■ > ; * .♦ ■ ' -t ■ ■ * | — »■ f ■ t ■ f t ? f — --4 — f~- ■ f ■ 

*=£u -U*«8u* of -Cto-* - ' — • -» T) - — " vJ — • 1 *- r 




k ssg ; £35; ^ :z i 



k fan* wa ' w 

■ 




